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World Pipe Band Championships 
Glasgow Green, Scotland 

16th August 2008 
-���"�����%����$
�����
���������������������
�
���� ����
��&�
�����&�����
��������
�������������
!��/���
�0
��
�����������������&�!��� ��������������
���6�������63����
��
�


����
�����������
������
�
���
��������
	��
������	�������
����
���!����������!���7888��������
 �������������������������98:������
�
����
����):������������
!��9:9����
���
�����
���� ������7����������!����
������*;�
 �����
5����
���������������������������<�!������
� ��<��������
�����
-���&�
���)�
��
���
�� Simon Fraser�=��!�����	�������������
���������
�%�����
5���-��� 	�
/�����������"�������
�������
�������
�
���������

 
-����
����
��������������
������0������
���
������� ����	�

���������
��������
�����	�

���,�����!�������
�������	�>����������
-��������	��!�����
��������0�
����=��!�����	������� ���>���������
����������
�>�������

�!
��
�������
�������������
����988:�
���988*�"��� ����
�������0������
���
��
���������	�
����(������������
������
-���2������
�6��
���������
��� 	����
��
����������� ��������
���������!�����
��������

���
����
���������������
������
�������
����
���)? �������������
����������������������

���������	����������������������������

�������5�� ����
����������������
��
��������
�������
�����	����
-�����������������������&�
���)������
��
������@�
������0�
����=��!�����	�A�
�
�
B�
0������
���
�����������	�A(������������
��B�
-���2������
�6��
���������
��� 	����
��A�����
��B�
$���
���
���$
���
����
������
�A�����
��B�
����/
���������-�����A����
��B�
���
����	���%������A�����
��B�
-��������������
�
������&�
���)��
��
�������������� �����0�
����=��!�����	������	�
/�
����� �������<�,�����
3������
�
�
�

 
�



 3 

�
�� � � � ��

�
"��4�-���/�(�� �C����-=, �C���-�$6,�D-2 �
�
�"��������
�������
�����������
��
��
��������	����� ��������
	�� ����������������
�����
�
������
������
�������
����
���������������
��!��
�� ����
������!���
�����
��������������
�
�����������
����������������
	����������
�����
!� �
��������
������������
����������
���	������
	���������������
������������
���������" 
��
����"������
���	�����������
�����

����������
����
��������������
���
��������
�
���
�����
������+ �
�
I am writing this for our newsletter as one who had  the pleasure of attending the Clan Gathering in 
Hamilton 4th October.  
Due to our commissioner Alistair Fraser not being w ell enough to travel, I was asked if I would accomp any 
Ross Fraser to the gathering.  
This meeting of the clans has been going now for se veral years and each clan is asked to host the even t. 
This time it was the Fraser's turn, which is a grea t way to raise your profile of your clan and hopefu lly get 
new members.  
  
On the morning of the gathering we traveled with ou r host David McLachlan through to Cambridge to help  
setup the hall ready to receive everyone after the march, then on down to the Cambridge town hall to m eet 
with other Clan folk. At first from what we had hea rd about the Gathering, it may not turn out to be t hat 
great. However two minutes before the parade, with a large combined pipe band playing, people came 
from I don't know where and about 140 people marche d from 18 Clans. With "The Fraser's" leading behind  
the band down the foot path of the main street, acr oss the pedestrian crossing and back up the other s ide 
of the road, that brought the people out of the sho ps and stopped the traffic, then across a park and down 
the road to the hall. A march of about half a kilom etre.  
  
At the hall, Ross and I were piped in and took our place on the dais to receive each of the 17 other c lan 
representatives who were also individually piped in  and presented to us, making us fell rather proud t o be 
the hosts and Clan Fraser representatives. After a short address from Ross the others gave a small 
account about their clan giving totals of members e tc. 
  
After the haggis ceremony, which I was asked to car ry the puddin, lunch was served and a céilidh was 
held for about two hours in the afternoon. This end ed a great day and something that we should look at  
having down here through the Heritage Council.  
  
Our hosts David and Robyn McLachlan made us so welc ome, they included us in another function in the 
evening with lots more dancing and general merrimen t. 
  
Stuart Oliver 
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“Thank you for being such great ambassadors of Clan  Fraser, you fitted in really well. 
 
Hi David, Great weekend, thanks for your efforts, n ice meeting these Christchurch blokes. 
�
Clan day was good and thanks for entering so well in the spirit of things 
 
So nice to hear from you.  Yes it was really magic to see you too.” �
�
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In July this year Graeme Fraser, the editor for the CFSSUK (Clan Fraser Society of Scotland & the UK) wrote to 
me & said he intended to do articles on famous Fraser’s & as such the first he had chosen was Brooke Fraser. As 
we in NZ know Brooke is very famous as a singer, songwriter & musician. Graeme was having difficulty getting 
any response to his initial request asking for permission to do an article on Brooke so enlisted my help & I managed 
to get a reply.  
 
Of course if one is to do an article on Brooke then it really has to be a case of 2 for the price of one as to begin such 
a piece has to start off with her parents.  
 
Bernard Gabriel Fraser 
 
As such Brooke’s father who was an All Black from 1979 to 1984 & became a household name 
in NZ & world rugby, the one & only Bernie Fraser who was to become synonymous with 
Stu Wilson – Ebony & Ivory claim. Bernie was born in 1953 in Lautoka, Fiji – Bernard 
Gabriel Fraser. Bernie’s great grandfather George Fraser was Fiji’s 1st civil engineer in Suva 
having emigrated from Glasgow, Scotland. Bernie was part of a fine Wellington quartet, with 
fellow three quarter Stu Wilson, fullback Allan Hewson and No 8 Murray Mexted, which 
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had a fabulous 1981, including the series win over the Springboks and for the province the NPC-Ranfurly Shield 
double. By now Bernie had become something of a cult figure in Wellington forming a lethal partnership with his 
close friend Wilson. Where one (Wilson) was fair and light featured, Fraser, of Fijian ancestry, was dark and dusky 
and the physical contrast provided a lovely title for their joint 1984 biography, "Ebony and Ivory".  
Bernie is the only Fraser to have played for the All Blacks, all though there was a Harry Frazer who was an All 
Black from 1946 – 1949. 
Bernie is also the 1st Fijian born player to play Test rugby for the All Blacks. 
 
 
Brooke Gabriel Fraser 

Brooke is the eldest of the three children born to former All Black, Bernie Fraser and his wife Lynda Fraser. Brooke 
grew up in Naenae, Lower Hutt and attended Dyer Street School then Naenae Intermediate and Naenae College. 
She has 2 younger brothers Bernard Matthew & Shea Mclean. 

Brooke started taking piano lessons at seven years of age, continuing until seventeen. She started writing songs at 
age twelve and taught herself the acoustic guitar at fifteen. Notably, she has never taken any singing lessons. 
Brooke was a presenter on a cable television show. She began writing for the Soul Purpose Magazine at age fifteen 
and was later made editor in 2002. She gave up her job as editor shortly after moving to Auckland in late 2002 in 
order to pursue her music career. 

In 2002, while Brooke was in Auckland Scotty, the drummer for Elemeno P, organized a meeting with producer 
Matty J for her. Matty J became her manager, liaising with the major labels who had shown interest and compared 
their offers. Brooke had about five different labels offering her deals, and in late 2002 she ended up signing a multi-
album deal with Sony Music Entertainment New Zealand. Brooke's first album What To Do With Daylight was 
released in New Zealand in late 2003. In 2005, prior to writing and preparing her follow-up album, Fraser took a 
trip to Africa to immerse herself in Rwanda before visiting her sponsor children in Tanzania, as she is an advocate 
for child sponsorship. In this trip, she was so moved that she wrote the song "Albertine" about a young child 
(named Albertine), whom she met while in Rwanda. It was later decided to make this song the album's title track. 

After the success of her first album, Fraser moved to Sydney, where she has lived for four years. She commutes to 
the U.S. for touring. Her album Albertine was commercially released in North America on May 27, 2008. Fraser 
attends Hillsong Church. She is a worship leader and collaborator on the Hillsong United series of worship albums. 
She is a Christian, and much of her lyrical content indicates this, as well as her continued participation in Christian 
and church events. She married Scott Ligertwood, (whose parents were born in Scotland) on March 17, 2008. 

 

Awards 

·  Most promising Woman Musician Award & Overall winner 1999 Hutt Valley Pepsi Smokefree Rockquest 
regional finals  

·  Best Female Solo Artist: What To Do With Daylight - 2004 NZ Music Awards  
·  Breakthrough Artist of the Year: What To Do With Daylight - 2004 NZ Music Awards  
·  Most Performed Work on NZ radio in the Last 12 Months: Better - Apra Silver Scroll Awards 2004  
·  Australasian Performing Right Association's Silver Scroll: Albertine - Apra Silver Scroll Awards 2007  
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·  The Warehouse Highest Selling Album: Albertine - 2007 NZ Music Awards  
·  NZ on Air Airplay Record of the Year: Deciphering Me - 2007 NZ Music Awards  

I am most grateful to Brooke & Bernie for allowing me to run this article & hopefully in the 
next newsletter there will be another current famous person with a Fraser connection. 
 

�� � � � � �
�

 Whetting the lips of whisky connoisseurs  

  Michael Fraser Milne, Society member, past committee member. 
Michael Fraser Milne with a bottle of the Ardbeg Double Barrel whisky. If you enjoy just the 
occasional wee dram, the price is probably hard to swallow. But a true whisky lover would surely 
scotch any such doubts over the value of a special new arrival. Christchurch store Whisky 
Galore has managed, after months of lobbying, to secure one of only 250 sets of one of the 
world's rarest and most prestigious brews. 
Inspired by British hunting parties of old, the Ardbeg Double Barrel set from Scotland is valued 
at £10,000 ($26,300). Presented in a handmade leather gun case, it features two bottles of 1974 
Ardbeg Scotch and eight sterling silver drinking cups, an oak and sterling silver engraved pen 
and a leather-bound "sampling register". 
The whisky has been rated by experts among the best produced. Other sets were snapped up by 
collectors and whisky aficionados throughout the world. Whisky Galore owner Michael Fraser 
Milne said it was a coup to get a set in New Zealand - the closest other one being in Sydney. 
He said it could be the most expensive whisky product offered for sale in New Zealand "but we 
are open to offers". 

�  ��
4�������������-
��
��������������� �
 
����
	�); �� ����������
�����
����.��	���������������
���������� ������	�����)@>8�������
��
����
�������������������
����������������������
 �,
����,������������
�������
�
�������	����������2����
�����������4������������� -
��
����������������4������
��������
��
���
��������������������������������������!����� ������������������,�!������&�����
/�!����������

���
����������%
�����<�

�"����
���� ��!������������!����������������
��������
�����
�������������
�������
��������
�������������� ����
���������������5����H"�
���������
4�������������-
��
�I����������������
��
���������� ���
�����������
����
��
����������������
��
�����
��
������	����������
��!��
���������
����� ��
�����
��������������
���������
�
�
�������
!��
���
�����������.���
��������
����
� ����
�����
�����������
������!����
��

���
�	������
����
���������
��	������
����������
� �������
������������
������2����
���
��������
�����������
�������
��	��������
�����.��
� ��������
��H
������
���

������
��I�������
�����������
���.���
���	������
���������
�
��
����� �����������
�



 9 

�
�

�� � � � � �
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"I was never consulted by Aberdeenshire Council as to whether I was prepared to take part in their 2009 Gathering events, about which 
they only informed me very recently, and I am not. I shall not be going to the Ball at Haddo (Gordon country) or having a tent, let alone 
marching, at Aboyne, which is also in Gordon country  (although it was Fraser country about 600 years ago before it passed to the Gordons 
through marriage). I shall be at home here part of the time, and would be very pleased to see any Frasers who care to get in touch with 
me, if they would like to visit me here. And Kate will do the same for any who would like to visit her at Cairnbulg Castle, provided she is 
at home, which she may not be all the time. But I would not like to think of any Frasers putting themselves to the expense of attending any 
of the advertised events, thinking they were going to see me at them, when I shall not be there. I shall be in Edinburgh for 3 days, and look 
forward to welcoming as many Frasers as possible in the Fraser tent in the "Clan Village", and, as I say, at home if they will get in touch 
with me and arrange a visit. Old age has crept up on me and that is as much as I can manage!"   
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Yours sincerely, 
 Saltoun 
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May the best ye hae ivver seen be the warst ye'll ivver see.  
May the moose ne'er lea' yer girnal wi a tear-drap in its ee.  
May ye aye keep hail an hertie till ye'r auld eneuch tae dee.  
May ye aye juist be sae happie as A wuss ye aye tae be.  

/
����
	�	�����������NN�����������
�������
����

���������������������������������������� 7
�6������,�
�����
�
���������������789>�-��@�O:D�> �;7)�;;>7 �

 



 11

�
�
�
�
�
�

 
 

����
���������	��
��
	�������	���	��������������������	��
��
	�������	���	��������������������	��
��
	�������	���	��������������������	��
��
	�������	���	������������ ���

����	����������������	����������������	����������������	������������ ����
 

You are cordially invited to participate in our Xmas Gathering to be held on December 
Saturday 13th from 11am to 3pm at the home of Marilyn & Stuart Oliver, 165 High Street, 

Southbridge. Look for the flag of St Andrew at the gate, 165 is reached by going through the 
township of Southbridge. 

 
11:45am Welcome address 
Noon: Haggis ceremony followed by lunch. 
3:00pm Join in “O’ Flower of Scotland” & “Auld Lang Syne”. 
 
Tea, coffee, milk etc will be provided also a free sausage sizzle. We would ask that you bring 
something to put on the table for a shared lunch – either some sandwiches or savouries or 
maybe a salad, or perhaps some cakes/biscuits. BYO wine / beer. 
 
During the afternoon there will be entertainment provided by young pipers & drummers.  
 
The day has been organised so that we, the committee can get to meet you the members & it 
is a day for you to meet your fellow clansman or clanswoman. 
 
Also for those of you who may not have internet access, Stuart has kindly offered to connect 
his computer up to his 42” TV so that you will be the opportunity to view our new & exciting 
website. 

 
 
 

 
 

�
�
Please bring this you as we have the words to O’ Flower of Scotland on the reverse of this page. 
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O’ FLOWER OF SCOTLAND  
 

O Flower of Scotland, 
When will we see your like again, 

That fought and died for, 
Your wee bit Hill and Glen, 

And stood against him, 
Proud Edward's Army, 

And sent him homeward, 
Tae think again. 

The Hills are bare now, 
And Autumn leaves lie thick and still, 

O'er land that is lost now, 
Which those so dearly held, 

That stood against him, 
Proud Edward's Army, 

And sent him homeward, 
Tae think again. 

Those days are past now, 
And in the past they must remain, 

But we can still rise now, 
And be the nation again, 
That stood against him, 
Proud Edward's Army, 

And sent him homeward, 
Tae think again. 

0 Flower of Scotland, 
When will we see your like again, 

That fought and died for, 
Your wee bit Hill and Glen, 

And stood against him, 
Proud Edward's Army, 

And sent him homeward, 
Tae think again. 

�


